EAA Chapter 80 Ray & Rex Aviation Scholarship Application 2026

Submission of this application qualifies you as an applicant for both the Ray Aviation Scholarship and the Rex Scholarship administered by EAA Chapter 80.
These scholarships support motivated students working toward a Private Pilot Certificate who are willing to actively engage with the aviation community and with EAA Chapter 80.

Application Instructions
Applicants should submit a separate document containing responses to the questions below.
Please number your responses to match the question numbers in this application and answer the questions in the same order they appear. Follow the suggested word guidance where provided.
Submit your completed application to:
scholarship@eaa80.org

Applicant Information
1. Full Name
2. Date of Birth
3. Address
4. Phone Number
5. Email Address
6. Parent / Guardian Name(s)
7. Parent / Guardian Phone Number(s)
8. Parent / Guardian Email Address(s)
9. High School Currently Attending (or most recently attended)
10. College / University (if applicable)

Flight Training Status
11. Do you currently hold an FAA Medical Certificate?
If yes, indicate the class and the date issued.
12. If you do not currently hold a medical certificate, do you anticipate any difficulty obtaining a 3rd Class FAA Medical Certificate?
13. How many total flight hours do you currently have?
14. Have you soloed? If yes, when?
15. Have you passed the FAA Private Pilot Knowledge Exam? If yes, when?
16. Who is your Certified Flight Instructor (CFI)?
17. Which airport or flight school do they operate from?
18. Briefly describe the flight training you have received so far.
(100 words max)

Commitment Acknowledgment
The Ray and Rex scholarships require significant time, discipline, and consistent training.
Successful recipients typically train two to three times per week, remain engaged with EAA Chapter 80 activities, maintain consistent study habits between lessons, and understand that scholarship funds may not cover the entire cost of flight training.
19. Please confirm that you understand these expectations and believe you can commit the time and effort necessary to complete the scholarship program.



Commitment to Aviation
20. Describe how your interest in aviation began and why becoming a pilot is important to you.
(100–150 words)
21. Describe a challenge you have faced while pursuing aviation or another important goal. What did you learn from the experience?
(100–150 words)

Training Availability
22. How many hours per week could you realistically commit to flight training during the school year?
23. How many hours per week could you realistically commit to flight training during summer break?
24. Do you have reliable transportation to the airport where you plan to train?
If yes, describe your transportation plan.
25. What commitments (school, sports, work, or other activities) might compete with your flight training schedule? How would you manage those responsibilities while staying on track to complete training within one year?
(75–150 words)
26. How will your family or household help support your training during the scholarship year?
(75–150 words)
27. If you receive this scholarship, what steps would you take during the first three months of training to stay on track toward earning your Private Pilot Certificate?
(75–150 words)

Responsibility and Judgment
28. Describe a situation where you were given significant responsibility or had to make a difficult decision. What did you learn from that experience?
(100–150 words)

Aviation Engagement
29. Describe the ways you have explored or participated in aviation so far.
(75–150 words)
30. Have you attended the EAA Air Academy? If yes, when?
31. How many Young Eagles flights have you taken?
32. Have you completed the Sporty’s Learn to Fly Course or another ground school course?
33. If yes, which ground school program did you complete?

Chapter Engagement
34. Would you be willing to volunteer at least two hours per month supporting EAA Chapter 80 activities?
35. Describe how you would like to participate in chapter activities during your training.
(75–150 words)

Mentorship
36. After earning your Private Pilot Certificate, how would you like to encourage or mentor other young people interested in aviation?
(75–150 words)



Personal Interests
37. What are your interests and hobbies outside aviation?
(50–100 words)

Essay
38. Why do you believe you should be selected for the EAA Chapter 80 Ray or Rex Aviation Scholarship?
Please avoid repeating earlier answers unless necessary.
(100–150 words)

Scholarship Communication
39. Would you allow EAA Chapter 80 to share updates about your training progress through social media or other media?
40. Would you be willing to provide brief written updates about your training during the scholarship year?

Submission
Email your completed application to:
scholarship@eaa80.org
Applicants will receive confirmation once their application has been received.
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